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Moi Su Péu Cé Thoi
hi toi viét nhitng dong chit nay, t6i khong thé
khéng nhd lai nhitng 161 trong Sach Giang vién: “O
dudi bau troi nay, moi su déu cé lic, moi viéc déu
o thoi... Thién Chua da lam moi su hop thoi dung lic” (Gv

sai lam Bé trén Tu vién Dong Chtia Ctru Thé & thanh phd Long Beach
(CA). Vi thé, Chua nhat tuan nay la Chaa nhat cudi cing cia toi &
day, mic dau toi s& & thém vai ngay nita dé giip Cha Tan Chénh xir
Pang Phudc Hoa lam quen véi nhitng muc vu va cong viée o day, dac
biét khi Cha Pho x{r ving nha tuan toi.

Sép dén, khi t6i roi Gido xir Dirc Me Hang Ctru Gitp, t6i nhu thé da
¢ day dugc 7 nam 7 thang véi vai trdo Chanh xtr, (Thang 7 nam 2015
dén thang 1 nam 2023) va trudc do dugce 2 nam rudi (Thang 7 ndm
2008 dén thang 12 nam 2010). Nhu Vay, téng cong thoi gian ti &
Gi4o x nay la 10 nam 1 thang, chiém gan mot nira doi linh muc 25
nam rudi cua toi, hoac la 1/3 khoang thoi gian lich sir 30 nam cua
Gido xur (1993 —23/1 — 2023).

Vi thé, khi nhin lai khoang thoi gian nay, truéc hét, toi xin cam on
Thién Chua vi da cho t6i c6 co hoi di cung vdi anh chi em trong hanh
trinh dtrc tin tai day. Di nhién, trong thoi gian d6, t6i dugce chuc phic
khi dugc cir hanh nhimng bién ¢b 16n ddy y nghia véi anh chi em,
chang han nhu Ky niém Ngan khanh Giao xt (2018), Ky niém Ngan
khanh Linh muc cua t6i (2022) va Pai hoi Linh muc Viét Nam tai
Hoa Ky - Emmaus IX (2022). Ngoai ra, qua nhitng ndm thang ¢ day,
t6i thay cudc doi linh muyc cia toi dwoc thém phong phi boi céc tim
guong tan tuy, hy sinh cua anh chi em, dugc bét ré tir long yéu mén
Thién Chitia va Gido Hoi. Vi thé, t6i mudn néi 16i cam on dén moi
ngudi, trong s6 d6 c6 nhitng nguoi da tir gid ¢di do, vi da cho t6i tre
nén mot phan trong doi sdng cia ho luc vui (Rira toi, Rude 1& Lan
dau, Thém stc, Tt nghiép, Két hon.. .) va ca nhirng lac budn (Tang
18, Béo tuyét, Pai dich Covid-19...). Téi ciing trin quy thoi gian lam
viée voi cac Hoi dong, Hoi doan, Ban nganh, hoc sinh, Thiéu nhi
Théanh The thanh nién, thay co, phu huynh, ciing nhu nhirng luc dl
tham viéng va ciu nguyén v6i nhiéu ngudi, dic biét nhimg ai dau yéu.

Toi chan thanh cam on moi nguoi vi tinh thuong da danh cho t6i
cling nhu da cong tac nhiét tinh voi toi dé nd luc xay dung mot cong
dong dirc tin manh m&! Nhan déy, t6i ciing ngo 10i xin 15i dén nhiing
ai t6i da 15 1am ton thuong trong khi 1am viéc nhung diéu d6 nam
ngoai y mudn cua toi

T6i tir gid moi ngudi trong niém tin tudng vao Thién Chua tir bi van
rong tay ban phat nhiéu on lanh cho Gido xir ching ta duéi su diu dat
cua Cha Tan Chanh xtr Phanxic6 Assisi Pang Phuéc Hoa, C.Ss.R.,
va su trg giup cua Cha Pho GB DPoan Ba Thinh, C.Ss.R., Thﬁy Pho
té Giuse Pham Hao, Thay Pho t& Vinhson Pam Hiru Thu, cac Nif tu
DPaminh Tam Hiép, ciing nhu sy hd tro cia Nha dong.

Xin moi ngudi nhé cau nguyén cho t6i ciing nhu t6i ciing nhé dén
Ong Ba va Anh Chj Em trong kinh nguyén va Thanh 18 hang ngay.

4 LM Chénh xir Phaolé Nguyén Tat Hai, C.Ss.R.
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// ame For Everything

n Appoint
s I write these word s; I cannot but recall these verses in the
A Bible: “There is an appointed time for everything, and a
time for every affair under the heavens... God has made
everything appropriate to its time” (Ecc 3:1,11). As many of you
may know, beginning February 1%, I will be assigned as the superior
of Vietnamese Redemptorist Monastery in Long Beach (CA). So, this
Sunday is my last one here although I will stay for a few more days
to familiarize the new pastor, Fr. Francis Hoa Dang, C.Ss.R., with our
parish activities, particularly when Fr. John Baptist Thinh Doan will
be out of town next week.

As I leave Mother of Perpetual Help Parish next week, I will have
spent 7 years and 7 months as pastor (July 2015 through January
2023), not to mention 2 Y% years as parochial vicar (July 2008 through
December 2010). So, the totality of my time here is 10 years and 1
month, i.e. almost half of my priestly life so far (25 Y% years) or one-
third of the life time of this parish (1993 - Jan 23 - 2023)!

Therefore, looking back at these years, I would like first of all to give
thanks to God because He gave me an opportunity to walk together
with you in the journey of faith here. Of course, during my time here
as pastor, I was blessed to celebrate with you on important events
such as the Silver Jubilee of this parish (2018), the Silver Jubilee
of my priestly life (2022) and the Emmaus IX - Vietnamese Priest
Convocation in the US (2022). Moreover, throughout these years, |
have found my priestly life to be enriched by your good examples of
dedication and sacrificial service that take root from your love of God
and the Church. So, I would like to say thanks to all parishioners,
some of whom have departed from this world, because they have
allowed me to become part of their lives in the good times (Baptism,
First Holy Communion, Confirmation, Marriage...) and in the sad
times (Funeral, Snowstorm, Covid-19 pandemic...). I also treasure
my time working with the students, youth, teachers, parents, members
of various groups as well as visiting and saying prayer with many
people, particularly the sick.

Thank you for your love for me and your enthusiastic collaboration
with me for our common endeavor to build up such a wonderful and
strong faith community! On this occasion, I also want to apologize if
I did someone wrong but be sure that was not in my intention.

Words cannot fully express my love and gratitude to all of you. Please
pray for me as I remember you in my daily prayer!

Fr. Paul Hai Nguyen, C.Ss.R., Pastor
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